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	Current Address:

2832 Sandersville Rd.

Lexington, KY 40511

502-639-2714

kydave82@gmail.com


David C. Harris
	Objective
	Obtain a position that best utilizes my education and work experience to increase the organization's impact in their industry and community.  I have more than a decade of experience as a government relations and public affairs professional in lobbying, non-profit advocacy, state government, and political campaigns at the local, state, and federal levels.

	Experience:


	Winning Republican Strategies

March 2022 - Present

Report to Aaron Evans, President

Campaign Strategist

Provided strategic guidance and effective execution for candidates for elected office and PACs including messaging, budget, and campaign plans, and timelines. Worked with internal team and vendors for paid media including mail, videos, yard signs, stickers, etc.

Legislative Aide to Councilmember Amanda Mays Bledsoe

Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government (LFUCG) 

Feb 2022 - Present 

Report to Councilmember Amanda Mays  Bledsoe

Policy research and analysis. Gathering and organizing materials for Council meetings. Attending neighborhood association meetings and other public events. Responding to constituent requests and work with relevant Department/Division. Manage District 10 Facebook page. Creating and distributing district newsletter. Managing office budget and financial records including neighborhood development funds and office mailing. Managing projects for Councilmember such as crosswalks near elementary schools.
Secretary of State Michael G. Adams

Frankfort, KY

January 2020 - January 2022
Report to Secretary of State Michael G. Adams
Special Assistant 

Developed and strengthened relationships with our local, state, and federal elected officials and staff. Promote Secretary’s legislative agenda to improve and safeguard the election process including voter Photo ID, early voting, absentee balloting, increased security measures; Developed coalitions to pass legislative agenda. Liaison with statewide, regional, and local community and civic organizations and the business community. Organize statewide initiatives including civics education, adoption and foster care, bridging the political divide, etc.  
Independent Public Affairs and Campaign Consultant

Lexington, KY

September 2017 - Present

- State and federal levels including grasstops, grassroots activism, social media posts, emails, letters of support, direct calls, coalition building, scheduling, relationship building, politics, media relations, logistics, messaging, event planning, etc. 

 - Statewide campaign for Secretary of State - Primary Election - Feb. 2018 - May 2019 - traveled to 90 counties, over 300 public appearances, candidate achieved 42.26% in competitive 4-way Republican Primary. General Election - continued aggressive campaign, opposition was former national celebrity and veterans advocate, total counties hit cumulative 107 counties, 465 public appearances, candidate won a come from behind victory, achieved 52.26%, won 107 counties.  

Kentucky Association of REALTORS®

Lexington, KY

January 2015 – July 2017

Report to Steve Stevens, CEO

Director of Governmental Affairs

- Tracked over 50 pieces of legislation through the process and led the Quick Response Team’s meetings evaluating the legislation, taking a position on the issue, and communicating with legislature via letters of support or opposition. - Prepared white papers on various issues including tax reform, substance abuse, regulatory reform, tort reform, first time home buyer savings accounts, etc. 

- Prepared articles for government affairs section of the biannual magazine covering state and federal issues, RPAC, etc. 

- Organize members to communicate with their state elected officials in support of key agenda items. Managed the key contact program, State Political Coordinators, trained volunteers, leveraged resources at National Association of Realtors to create an online interaction program that is available to associations across the country. 

- Staff liaison to Government Affairs Committee, organize meetings to discuss a number of issues including post-license education, non-judicial foreclosure, Kentucky Planned Community Act, landlord liability, lead important forums including Gubernatorial Candidate Forum and General Election Preview. 

- Staff liaison to REALTORS® Political Action Committee (RPAC) Trustees, provide monthly reports on fundraising and disbursements, organized fundraising events, organized interviews for the statewide constitutional candidates, election of RPAC Trustee officers, early funding of state legislative races, etc.  RPAC fundraising grew from over $231,000 in 2015 to $296,000 in 2016. 

- Liaison with National Association of REALTORS® Governmental Affairs Team to strengthen the organization’s relationship with KY’s federal delegation maintaining frequent communication on key issues including Patent Reform, Federal Highway Funding, Tax Reform, and government regulation. 

- Manage Advocacy Coordinator to assist in planning fundraising events, support committee activities, grant applications, issue research, etc.  

Republican Party of Kentucky

Frankfort, KY

April 2013 – November 2014

Report to Steve Robertson, Chairman

Regional Field Director

Built relationships with county officials to grow and strengthen their organization to recruit volunteer support to successfully impact elections for all Republican candidates on the 2014 ballot for my 8 county region in the Louisville area.

Leveraged those relationships with county officials and stakeholders to build coalitions including Women for Mitch, Veterans for Mitch, and Sportsman for Mitch.  

Recruited over 800 volunteers in my region to walk their neighborhood, make phone calls, parades, events, etc. 

In the Primary Election, I organized volunteers to walk neighborhoods hitting over 22,000 contacts; and during the General Election, I organized volunteers and interns to reach over 116,000 contacts. Statewide Team Ky reached 1.1 Million contacts.

Managed 16 interns and paid walkers focusing on voter contact via walking neighborhoods and making phone calls, events, rallies, and special projects.  

National MS Society – Kentucky Southeast Indiana Chapter

Louisville, KY

February 2011 – March 2013

Report to Stacy Funk, Chapter President

Advocacy and Services Manager

Developed and strengthened relationships with our local, state, and federal elected officials. Organized Advocacy Day in Frankfort joined by 25 activists meeting with our 17 elected officials and educating them on important issues to individuals with MS. Met with our federal officials in Washington DC educating them on key issues including research funding, lifespan respite care and MS Caucus. Managed the Government Relations Committee in support of those efforts. 

Expanded the Healthy Steps Lunch Bunch series from Louisville to Lexington and Elizabethtown meeting monthly or bimonthly. Organized dinner programs throughout the state in Paducah, Bowling Green, Springfield, Morehead, and Danville. 

Managed Programs and Services Coordinator who was responsible for coordinating the Financial Assistance service, Self Help Groups, volunteer committees, MS Connection and other newsletters. 

Managed the Chapter’s Financial Assistance service distributing over $28,000 to 75 clients for their rent, mortgage, utilities, durable medical equipment, transportation, etc. Balanced the clients’ needs with available funds and timing throughout the year.

Managed the Clinical Advisory Committee and led the transition from advisory to active involvement expanding their scope to rural outreach, Partners in MS Care, and advocacy efforts.  

Spoke to various clubs and organizations to educate them about multiple sclerosis and opportunities with the National MS Society. 

Hal Heiner for Mayor

Louisville, KY

February 2010 – November 2010

Reported to Joe Burgan, Campaign Manager

Field Director:

- Organized dozens of volunteers on a weekly basis to make phone calls, walk neighborhoods in over 200 precincts, attend dozens of festivals from Portland, Lyndon, Crescent Hill, Fairdale and high school football games, deliver 4,000 yard signs.   

- Lead the Summer Walk Program – hired high school and college students to walk 113 precincts from June to October. Balanced productivity with budget constraints. Determined walk timeline, coordinated area strategy, managed data, organized volunteers to mail over 25,000 follow up letters.

- Managed staff and interns to assist with data entry, working events and festivals, coordinate volunteers for various events, and other office projects. 

- Spoke to high school and college clubs to introduce them to Hal and encourage them to volunteer and get involved.

Kentucky Transportation Cabinet

Frankfort, KY

February 2007 – October 2008

Reported to Kim Jenkins, Legislative Liaison

Legislative Assistant:

- Tracked over 100 legislative proposals through the process. 

- Researched issues including REAL ID and construction cost forecasting.

- Organized a team of subject matter experts to identify issues that needed to be addressed through the legislative process.

- Acted as a liaison between elected officials and/or their constituents on issues ranging from motor carriers, road projects, aviation, driver’s licensing, etc. Managed over 60 cases.  

- Helped organize events announcing projects and statewide initiatives.

- Notified general public about upcoming regulatory changes, RegWatch.

- Performed over 65 federally required inspections during a 6 month period on historic properties documenting changes and opportunities for additional funding. 

Small Business Ombudsman:

- Acted as a liaison between business leaders about various issues, including motor carriers, procurement, etc. Managed over 50 cases.

Kentucky Employee Charitable Campaign Deputy Cabinet Coordinator – 2007 Campaign:

- Assisted the cabinet coordinator with planning, implementing, and encouraging charitable giving to employees and being recognized as top 5 Agency donations. 

- Presented the KECC Mid Term Campaign Report before the leadership staff meeting. 



	Education:
	University of Kentucky, BS in Agricultural Economics, minor in Business Management, 2005

	Civic Involvement: 
	Dreams with Wings, Board of Directors; Immanuel Baptist Church - regular attendee, Kentucky Colonel


References: Available upon request.

